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Memorial expands its reach
BY MICHAEL J. TITTINGER
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SM BEACH — With each passing
Memorial Day weekend, less and less
of the beckoning sand just north of
the Santa Monica Pier is made available for beachcombers. On Sunday,
the path that winds west from the
pier to the Pacific meandered
around more than 2,400 crosses and
nine coffins — grim reminders all of
the War on Terror’s casualties on an
otherwise picturesque day.
Each Sunday for the past 120
weeks, volunteers have remade this
patch of coastline adjacent to the
city’s family playground into a
makeshift war memorial entitled
“Arlington West.”
The sheer scale of the everexpanding commemoration now
makes even the most casual observer
do a double-take.
“Sometimes it just feels like a nonexistent war. When I went away, there
were about 1,000 crosses, and then I
came back, saw this and was like, ‘Oh,
man,’” said Steve Kovalsky, who has
been volunteering at the memorial
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Least Competent Pervert: Benjamin
Thornton, 20, was charged with impersonating a police officer and attempted kidnapping in Pearland, Texas, in
April, after he allegedly confessed that
he had tried ruses to molest adolescent girls more than 100 times, “all
unsuccessful(ly).” In the latest case, he
tried to convince a 9-year-old girl that
the toy she had could not legally be
held by anyone waiting for a school
bus, but the girl was too smart for him.

TODAY IN HISTORY
Today is the 149th day of 2006.
There are 216 days left in the year.
On May 29, 1765, Patrick Henry
denounced the Stamp Act before
Virginia’s House of Burgesses.
Responding to a cry of “Treason!”
Henry declared, “If this be treason,
make the most of it!”
In 1848, Wisconsin became the 30th
state of the union.

See ARLINGTON WEST, page 6
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“Haven’t you ever noticed how
highways always get beautiful near
the state capital?”

Lifeguard’s
credo is to
go with flow
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AMERICAN AUTHOR
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be until sunset today. (Above) Attendees reflect amid some of the 2,400-plus crosses, entrenched in the Santa Monica beach
to represent each of the soldiers killed in combat, and the nine flag-draped coffins that signify the number of soldiers who
died within the past week. The coffins will be carried through downtown during a procession this afternoon.
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Cracks in the system:
U.S. lags behind in
earthquake warnings
BY ALICIA CHANG
AP Science Writer

Estey and his crew have been busy
in recent weeks gearing up for the
Memorial Day Weekend and getting

PASADENA, Calif. — The
ground heaves, an earthquake is
born. Underground sensors
along fault lines detect rumblings humans can’t and relay
signals to a central computer.
Precious seconds before anything is felt, wailing sirens blare
that a big one is on its way.
That sliver of time could be
used to warn people to flee from
windows and take cover.
Companies such as gas and electric utilities could take actions to
protect their systems. Speeding
trains could have enough time to
brake to a halt.
Such alert systems already
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BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

Opinion

Mission impossible

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press

WAR AND REMEMBRANCE The Arlington West makeshift war memorial was on display throughout the weekend, and will

19-22

BAYWATCH HDQRTS. — Dave
Estey describes his job as long periods of boredom coupled with
moments of terror.
That’s probably a fair assessment
for the Los Angeles County
Lifeguard veteran who has saved
more than 2,000 lives in his 32 years
scanning the coastlines of Santa
Monica and Venice.
Now in his 33rd summer, Estey
has climbed the ranks of Baywatch —
the lifeguard division of the Los
Angeles County Fire Department —
from a seasonal rookie to the more

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press
Veteran lifeguard Dave Estey braces for another summer of scanning the water
and sending people home who otherwise may have become a statistic.

prestigious title of Lifeguard Ocean
Specialist. He works two 24-hour
shifts at Baywatch headquarters, a 24hour, seven-day-a-week operation
just south of the Santa Monica Pier.
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SANTA MONICA RENT CONTROL BOARD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
SANTA MONICA RENT CONTROL BOARD
June 8, 2006
Public hearings will be conducted at the regular Santa
Monica Rent Control Board meeting on Thursday, June 8, 2006, at
7:00 p.m., in the City Hall Council Chamber, 1685 Main Street,
Santa Monica, California 90401. The hearings will be on the following items:

1. Consideration and adoption of the Santa Monica Rent
Control Board’s Fiscal Year 2006/2007 Operating Budget.
2. Consideration and adoption of proposed amendments to
Regulation 11200 regarding an increase in annual registration fees from $132 per unit per year to $156 per unit per
year.
3. Consideration and adoption of the proposed annual general rent adjustment for 2006 of four percent (4%), with a
$54 maximum. (Proposed Regulation 3028.)
4. Consideration and adoption of a proposed utility adjustment of $7 per unit per month for buildings with mastermetered gas and/or gas and electric. (Proposed Regulation
3028A.) If a landlord pays for all gas service or all gas and
electrical service in individual units, it is proposed that the
landlord may increase the maximum allowable rent by an
additional $7 per unit per month. This is to address the
rising cost of gas service.
5. Consideration and adoption of a proposed prohibition on
collecting surcharges from tenants for new tenancies
where a new base rent was lawfully established on or after
September 1, 2006. With regard to such new tenancies and
new rent levels, owners are authorized to recoup the costs
that underlie the surcharges, such as the cost of Board registration fees or the cost of paying the school district tax,
by including such costs in setting the new rent levels.
Thus, it is proposed that they not be allowed to additionally surcharge the tenant for the same underlying tax or fee.
(Proposed Regulations 3108 and 11200.)

All interested persons are invited to present their views at these
hearings. Copies of the proposed budget, the staff reports and the
proposed regulations are available in the Board’s office in Room
202 of Santa Monica City Hall, 1685 Main Street, Santa Monica,
California 90401, and on the Rent Control WEB page: www.santamonica.org/rentcontrol.

Legal: Michaelyn: PROPOSED REGS: Notice of public hearing

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press
Luis Garcia, 21, a U.S. Marine Corporal from Twentynine Palms, pays his respects to fallen Sgt.
Clay at the Arlington West memorial on Saturday.

Crosses have grown tenfold
ARLINGTON WEST, from page 1

for three weeks, following his travels to such
destinations as Africa and Thailand. “I just
figured I had to do something. I remember
Vietnam and we have to remember the past.”
What began with 540 crosses has nearly
grown tenfold, with Sunday’s placard
announcing that 2,464 U.S. soldiers have
died in combat in the nation’s concurrent
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. The nine flagdraped coffins — representing the number
of soldiers who lost their lives within the
past week — are to be carried through the
city’s downtown area in a procession this
afternoon.
Volunteer Florence Rhodes, who makes
her way to the Santa Monica site nearly every
Sunday from her home in Beverly Hills,
scanned the patch of cross-laden coastline
with a wistful look Sunday.
“It’s terrible that it has to grow,” remarked
Rhodes, who says she’s been politically active
since the Franklin D. Roosevelt era. “Today’s
times are very scary. We have such a war economy ... we’ve had so many wars.”
The placement of the memorial in close
proximity to the pier — one of the region’s
signature landmarks and most heavily
touristed areas — is no accident, reminding
those making a pilgrimage and casual
passersby alike that U.S. soldiers are facing
very real threats overseas day in and day out.
The blend of purposeful attendees and
impromptu adherents, of military garb and
garish swimsuits — a typical crowd at
Arlington West — was no different over the
Memorial Day Weekend.
According to Tonia Young, volunteer and
spokeswoman for Arlington West, the
memorial stands each week as a stark
reminder to the realities around the world.
“People kind of lose track of it (the war)
as time goes by. People tend to get too busy
with their daily lives,” remarked Young, who
lives in Topanga and has taken an active role
in the commemoration since its February
2004 beginnings. “Every Sunday, this
reminds people that we have young men and
women who are putting their lives on the
line, for reasons that keep changing.”
Young explained that the site, in addition
to raising consciousness about the war, also
provides family and friends with a place in
which to grieve.
She spoke of one man she met soon after
he had returned from Iraq. He learned of the
beach memorial while eating and watching
TV in Mosul. Upon seeing the crosses
entrenched in the Santa Monica sand, the soldier broke down.
“He started to cry because he just didn’t

think anyone cared,” Young said. “So last year,
he came out to honor his friend who was
killed in Iraq, and took a turn reading names.”
At the top of each hour, from morning
until sunset throughout the weekend, volunteers took turns reading 30 or so names of
soldiers who have been killed in combat.
Gone are the days when all of the names can
be read aloud in a timely fashion.
The mood at Arlington West is decidedly anti-war, and anti-Bush Administration,
which is of little surprise given the political
leanings of the region. Still, the crosses personalized with names and messages from
family, friends and supporters from afar
seem to bring those sentiments to the fore.
James Ream, in town from Las Vegas visiting friends, parked his bicycle and spent a
considerable amount of time reading about
the war wounded on poster boards at the
Arlington West entrance.
“I regretted this war before it started and
I regret it even more now,” Ream said. “But I
get the feeling most of the people here have
already made up their minds about the war.
This is a blue state, and this is a blue site. It
doesn’t get any bluer than this.”
Ream reasoned that, if he could, President
Bush would wave a magic wand and make
Arlington West disappear. He likened the
coffins on the beach Sunday to those the president ordered not to be photographed returning to America from the war.
“Anything that reminds people of the war
is a bad thing (to him),” he said.
According to a sign at the entrance, alluding to the growing number of crosses for
U.S. servicemen, the number of markers it
would take to represent Iraqis killed in the
war “would fill the beach.”
Today, the extended three-day long
memorial will commence at sundown. On
both Saturday and Sunday nights, participants
staged a candlelight vigil, setting a tiny tea light
at each of the crosses that kept the commemoration site aglow well into the night. Dedicated
volunteers were on hand throughout.
The special coffin procession is set to start
at 1 p.m. today, beginning at the pier and proceeding north on Ocean Avenue, east on
Wilshire Boulevard, south on the Third Street
Promenade, and west back to the pier. The
group will pause momentarily at the Veterans
Monument in Palisades Park.
“When you see the coffins, it’s pretty devastating,” Young said. “Once you see the
memorial and read the crosses and the messages people leave on the crosses, once you
experience it, it moves your heart absolutely.
“It’s a visual way to see what’s happening,
rather than just read about it, and it goes
right to your heart.”

