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DAILY LOTTERY
18 26 35 36 43
Meganumber: 24
Jackpot: $18M
13 18 21 46 47
Meganumber: 23
Jackpot: $15M

Retailers feeling powerless

Businesses at a loss without electricity

11 26 27 32 37

BY KEVIN HERRERA

MIDDAY: 6 8 6
EVENING: 6 4 9
1st: 11 Money Bags
2nd: 07 Eureka
3rd: 10 Solid Gold
RACE TIME: 1.43.62
Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number
information, mistakes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California
State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game
information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery
retailers. Visit the California State Lottery web site:http://www.calottery.com

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
BY

CHUCK

SHEPARD

In June, British worker Mr. Sivanadian
Perananthasivam was awarded three
months’ paid leave plus medical
expenses after proving that a supervisor had used two colloquial terms for
the man’s posterior during an angry
office exchange.

TODAY IN HISTORY
Today is the 206th day of 2006.
There are 159 days left in the year.
Fifty years ago, on July 25, 1956, the
Italian liner Andrea Doria collided with
the Swedish passenger ship
Stockholm off the New England coast
late at night and began sinking; at
least 51 people died as a result of the
impact. (The Andrea Doria sank the
following day, some 11 hours after the
crash.)
In 1866, Ulysses S. Grant was named
General of the Army, the first officer to
hold the rank.

QUOTE OF THE DAY

Alejandro Cesar Cantarero II/Daily Press

MORE POWER TO YOU? A passerby takes in the work on Santa Monica
Boulevard on Monday as crews try to restore power to 50 downtown customers.

Cop hears shots
By Daily Press staff

THIRD STREET PROMENADE —
Shoppers’ faces were filled with disappointment
and
frustration
Monday as they found many of their
favorite stores and restaurants here
closed for a third straight day following an underground explosion
over the weekend that wiped out a
portion of downtown’s power grid.
Their displeasure was shared by
business owners who learned that
electricity may not be restored until

Landlord fights
Big Blue space still in place for release amid
murder probe

PICO NEIGHBORHOOD — Police
officers assigned to this area in the
wake of recent gang violence are
looking for one or more suspects who
reportedly shot at a Santa Monica
gang member on Sunday night.
At 9:42 p.m., an officer heard four
shots fired in the area of 2100 Pico

(Editor’s note: This is part of an ongoing series that tracks the city’s expenditures which
appear on the upcoming Santa Monica City Council consent agenda — items routinely
passed with little or no discussion from elected officials or the public.

See SHOOTING, page 6

See CONSENT, page 6

BY JACQUELINE LEE
Special to the Daily Press

CITY HALL — Elected officials are
expected to spend roughly $2 million tonight to lease warehouse
space, bolster lobbying services and

modify plans regarding improvements for the Palisades Bluffs.
City officials plan to renew a $1.5
million lease for the Lincoln
Boulevard property that has served

FRAN LEBOWITZ
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Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press Staff
Members of the Santa Monica Fire Department gathered on Saturday at the Santa Monica Public Safety Building to pay
tribute to Fire Capt. Daniel M. Bendiksen, who became the 14th hero immortalized on the Wall of Honor. Bendiksen, who
served from 1974 to 2001, died in March of 2003.

BY MICHAEL J. TITTINGER
Daily Press Staff Writer

DOWNTOWN LA — A federal
judge has postponed the trial of two
elderly women — one a Santa
Monica landlord — on charges of
insurance fraud, as investigators
continue to look into their suspected
roles in the hit-and-run murders of
several homeless men.
Appearing before U.S. District
Judge Gary Klausner for the first time
last Tuesday, Helen Golay, 75, of Santa
Monica, and Olga Rutterschmidt, 73,
of Hollywood — who were to stand
trial today — found out that they
would be sitting in jail an additional
three months, with Klausner setting
an Oct. 24 trial date.
Golay and Rutterschmidt are suspected by authorities of playing a
part in the deaths of several homeless men whom they befriended, set
up in apartments and then collected
insurance payouts following their
respective deaths in mysterious
back-alley hit-and-runs. The two
have often been referred to as “the
Black Widows” by the media.
Golay’s
attorney,
Roger
Diamond, said Monday that the
delay was granted over his objections, with Rutterschmidt’s attorneys striking up an agreement with
See GOLAY, page 6
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See LIGHTS OUT, page 5

CONSENT AGENDA

Eternal flame

“If you are a dog and your owner
suggests that you wear a sweater,
suggest that he wear a tail.”

later today, meaning another 24
hours of darkness, which has affected
sales significantly. Some complained
about the slow pace of repairs by
Southern California Edison, which
supplies power to Santa Monica.
“We’ve lost a lot of money
because all of our big-ticket items
are in the back (of the store), and
you can’t sell in the dark,” said Alex
Elias, an assistant manager at
Bernini, a men’s clothing store on
the 1400 block of the Promenade.

Daily Press Staff Writer

310-394-1131

1901 Santa Monica Blvd. in Santa Monica
www.santamonicamusic.com
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Council moves to maintain its lobbying muscle
CONSENT, from page 1

as the Big Blue Bus’ parts storage warehouse,
as well as City Hall’s print shop and mailroom, since Feb. 13, 2001.
The lease will go into effect Aug. 1, with
the possibility of a three-year extension in
2011, when the lease expires, according to a
city staff report. Rent for the property, located at 1660 Lincoln Blvd., is expected to be
$302,400 annually for five years — a
decrease from the previous lease agreement.
The property owner has tentatively agreed to
decrease the rate per square foot from $2.12
to $2.10.
The lease expired on March 6, and City
Hall has been renting on a monthly basis
since that time.
Big Blue Bus storage facilities were relocated to the Lincoln space when the City Council
approved a design contract for new Big Blue
fueling and washing facilities in 1999 and
there was no available city-owned facilities to
house them, according to city staff.
The Big Blue Bus campus renovation and
expansion project is expected to conclude in
2010. The city’s print shop and mailroom is

expected to move to City Hall or the Civic
Center in 2007. At that time, the full 12,000square-foot space will be utilized by Big Blue
Bus for storage.
IN THE NAME OF COMPLIANCE

In order to comply with state regulations
regarding the city’s underground gasoline
and diesel fuel storage tanks, city officials
plan to hire Fleming Environmental, Inc. for
about $409,000 to improve its storage tanks.
The cost for their services is $371,725,
with a 10-percent contingency of $37,173.
The tanks store fuel for use by the Big
Blue Bus, City Yards and fire stations. The
city staff report lists the storage tank systems
at fire stations No. 1 and No. 5 among those
that must make significant upgrades in
order to comply with current state and
South Coast Air Quality Management
District regulations.
Upgrades include replacing containment
sumps, piping and monitoring equipment.
The city also needs to install an emergency
day tank and improve the leak detection
testing by the City Yards because of its proximity to a drinking water well, according to

city staff.
City Hall received four bids in March,
ranging from $371,725 to $538,723. Bids
were evaluated based on competitive pricing, qualifications and responsiveness to bid
requirements and references.
BLUFFING IT

rently oversees Rincon Consultants.
LOBBYING POWER

City staff plans to pay The Ferguson
Group close to $71,000 — and not more than
$4,000 in extra expenses — to continue representing the city in Washington, D.C., for
federal representation and lobbying services.
The $70,885 amount reflects a 5-percent
increase in the base contract over the current
amount, as recommended by city staff, since
the base contract amount has remained
unchanged for four years.
The Ferguson Group has been providing
services to the city since 1994 and has developed an in-depth knowledge of city policy
objectives, the staff report read.
The group monitors federal executive
proposals and developments, and advises the
city when policy or program objectives may
be affected. They also assist city officials in
appearing before Congressional committees
and administrative agencies.
The Ferguson Group has represented the
city’s interest on issues such as water contamination, housing, homelessness and community and economic development. They also
have worked on such projects as the
Exposition Right of Way, and action by the
Federal Communications Commission and
the Federal Emergency Management Agency.

TELL SANTA MONICA WHAT YOU THINK!

In efforts to expedite environmental
analysis and clearances for the Palisades
Bluff Improvement Project, city officials
may modify payment to the professional
services agreement with URS Corporation
not to exceed $99,000 for a total contract
amount of more than $1 million for the project’s environmental program management
services.
City Hall is also expected to authorize the
city engineer to issue any necessary modifications to complete additional work for the
project that is within budget.
The Palisades Bluffs, which rise between
30 and 150 feet above the Pacific Coast
Highway, was considered one of the city’s
high priority projects following the
Northridge earthquake in 1994 and subsequent storms. City Hall had an agreement
with URS Corp. in April 2005 to design the
project, and Rincon Consultants was hired
by City Hall in February to provide the environmental analysis for the project. URS cur-
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Blvd. As the information was broadcast,
police dispatch received calls of shots fired
from the area, police said.
An Operation Safe Streets supervisor saw
a man wearing baggy clothing running westbound on Pico Boulevard. Preliminary
investigation revealed the subject was walking when the suspect’s vehicle pulled up and
the occupants in the vehicle said something
to the man, at which point he ran. As he ran
away, shots were fired. No one was injured.
The apparent victim was uncooperative
with police and gave limited information. The
incident appears to be gang-related, police said.
The suspect’s vehicle is described as a
possible white mid-’90s Toyota Corolla.
Santa Monica Police are working with
LAPD’s Pacific Division regarding another

Anyone with information is encouraged to contact
the robbery/homicide unit of the Santa Monica
Police Department at (310) 458-8451 or the watch
commander’s office at (310) 458-8426. Callers who
wish to provide anonymous information also may
call the We-Tip national hotline at 1-800-78-CRIME
(27463). Callers with information that leads to an
arrest and conviction become eligible for a reward of
up to $1,000.

shooting that occurred later in the evening,
in West Los Angeles, to determine whether
the two incidents are related.
Operation Safe Streets is a special task
force that was set up in the aftermath of several shootings this month in the area. It
includes beefed-up patrols and detectives
focused on the apprehension and prosecution of individuals involved in gang activity.

‘Black Widows’ trial postponed
until October by federal judge
GOLAY, from page 1

federal prosecutors behind his back.
Diamond insists he was prepared for trial
this week, but the co-defendant’s representation was looking to buy time to review evidence being turned over by the government.
“The judge asked if we were prepared to
go ahead with trial and we were, but (the
public defender’s office) had already made
an agreement with the government,” said
Diamond, who expressed frustration with
the pace of proceedings in the case.
Contending Golay’s Sixth Amendment
rights to a speedy trial are being violated —
the women are only formally charged with
insurance fraud in connection to one of the
victims, Kenneth McDavid — Diamond,
who is based in Santa Monica, has filed a
separate motion to have Golay released on
bail. Klausner has yet to schedule a hearing
date for the bail request.

Golay, who owns three apartment complexes in Santa Monica, and Rutterschmidt,
likely face a protracted trial for their suspected involvement in a fraud ring that
police feel left at least two unsuspecting
homeless men dead, the result of back alley
hit-and-runs shortly after the two women
became eligible to receive life insurance
claims on them.
While Golay and Rutterschmidt are considered suspects in the deaths, no charges
have been filed beyond those in relation to
their attempts to collect on more than $2
million worth of life insurance payouts.
Since the pair’s arraignment on June 5,
Golay has since been transferred to the
Metropolitan Detention Center in downtown
Los Angeles, after being held in a San
Bernardino facility because authorities wanted
to keep the suspected conspirators separate.
“She’s fine, optimistic,” said Diamond of
Golay.

