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Since 2001: A news odyssey

THE THAT’S MORE LIKE IT ISSUE

Time to open wallets again?
BY MELODY HANATANI
Daily Press Staff Writer

SMMUSD HDQTRS With an annual tax rev-

enue stream of $6.4 million scheduled to
stop flowing in two years, school officials are
preparing to ask residents to open their wallets once again.
The Board of Education is expected to

move forward tonight with the creation of
an advisory ad hoc committee that would
assist in determining whether or not the district should ask residents to approve a proposed parcel tax in spring 2008.
Approximately 68 percent of residents in
the Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School
District approved Measure S in June 2003,
handing the school district a check for $6.4

million a year in funding through 2009.
The success of a new parcel tax next year
could be affected by a series of events this
year that called into question school official’s
management of funds and the district’s
transparency in financial matters. Reports
late last year that the district would be in the
red if the board approved a 5 percent teacher
salary increase raised a few eyebrows. Those

reports were followed by the resignation of
former CFO Winston Braham in November,
amid rumors that he disagreed with the
increase in salary and how it could hinder
district finances.
A report by the Fiscal Crisis Management
Assistance Team in February indicated that
SEE TAXES PAGE 8

ENTERTAINMENT

THE MUSIC
LIVES ON
Coachella Music & Arts Festival has lasting
impact on the brave souls who attended
STORY BY MICHAEL TITTINGER PAGE 10

Michael J. Tittinger miket@smdp.com

ELECTRIC SHOCK: A tesla coil situated at the center of the Empire Polo Field during the last weekend’s Coachella Valley Music & Arts Festival created a light show every few minutes.
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PACKING ‘EM IN: A massive crowd watches The Roots perform on the main stage of the Coachella Valley Music & Arts Festival last weekend. This was one of many stages set up on the grounds.

It’s not the heat,
it’s the humanity
Dealing with the headaches
a part of Coachella Festival
BY MICHAEL J. TITTINGER l Daily Press Staff Writer

I

NDIO Sometimes you just have to go
with the flow.
Reflect on Arcade Fire’s rousing performance amid the setting desert sun?
Forget it. That’s precisely when the
surge begins. No sooner did Win Butler and
Régine Chassagne lay down their guitar and
hurdy-gurdy than the push of thousands
toward the main stage to see the Red Hot
Chili Peppers begins. You can’t stand pat.
You can go against the grain in an attempt to
reach the beer garden, go up and let the

crowd pass you backwards atop their hands
or just roll with it.
RIGHT TO CHOOSE

Welcome to the Coachella Valley Music &
Arts festival, where making memories is all
about making choices.
The annual indie rock festival, which
marked its eighth year this past weekend,
showcases bands on five separate stages at
the Empire Polo Grounds, regularly pitting
novel acts against one another and forcing
the sweaty throngs to make some hard
decisions. Schedules in hand, none of the
approximately 60,000 daily attendees
wants to miss that seminal breakout performance of the festival. Then again, everyone likely had their own — The Black Keys;
Amy Winehouse; the Kings of Leon; the
Good, the Bad and the Queen; Rodrigo y
Gabriela ...
The list is endless, which may be part of
the problem as Coachella experiences some
growing pains. What began as a quirky
desert music fest intended to showcase
unheralded alternative rockers has simply
outgrown its roots. All three of this year’s
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SCHEDULES IN HAND, NONE

OF THE APPROXIMATELY 60,000
DAILY ATTENDEES WANTS TO MISS THAT SEMINAL

BREAKOUT PERFORMANCE

OF THE FESTIVAL. THEN AGAIN, EVERYONE LIKELY HAD THEIR OWN.
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COACHELLA MUSIC & ARTS FESTIVAL EDITION

ONTHESHELVES

REVIE W S B Y D A N IEL A RCHULETA
★ Ratings

are based on a five star scale
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ROCK ON: The Silversun Pickups got their start in the Silver Lake neighborhood of L.A.

Michael J. Tittinger miket@smdp.com
SHADOW PUPPETS: A unique installation entertained fans in one of the many tents strewn
across the Empire Polo Field during the Coachella Valley Music & Arts Festival last weekend.

headliners — Bjork, the Chili Peppers and
the reunited Rage Against the Machine —
have done the desert in years past. At the
same time, organizers are bringing in acts
such as Madonna last year and Willie
Nelson on Sunday who appeal to a much
more mainstream, and lucrative demographic.
The evolution of the festival was
inevitable as more patrons with more cash
began taking the three-hour ride into the
sweltering Coachella Valley to rock out. The
popularity of the festival — staged over
three days rather than the traditional two
— has presented organizers with some
tough choices of their own. Do they stay
true to their roots as a showcase for the
alternative and below-the-radar acts, or do
they embrace the festival’s sudden star
power that includes a celebrity laden VIP
tent, complete with Paris Hilton and
Lindsay Lohan?
That said, Coachella 2007 included all the
elements that made it such a success in years
past — expansive grounds, innovative art
installations, a chill crowd and kick-ass
music.

It’s a tried-and-true formula that entertained 180,000 fans over the course of the
weekend and resulted in just under 100
arrests, mostly drug- and alcohol-related.
About the biggest brouhaha amid the partying came Saturday night in the adjacent
campground, where fans couldn’t stop the
beat and refused to disband their impromptu drum circle until a police helicopter flew
onto the scene.
There are basically two ways to do
Coachella. You can pitch a tent and get your
Woodstock on, waiting in line for showers
and port-o-potties, but partying on the
cheap.
Or you can rent out a hotel room or
house in the Palm Springs area. Kicking it
poolside in between sweating on the polo
fields is a sweet respite, but may leave fans
feeling somewhat removed from the rock ’n’
roll revelry.
Decisions, decisions.
miket@smdp.com

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
■ Send letters to editor@smdp.com

Silversun Pickups, ‘Carnavas’
★★★ The Pickups are a definite throwback to a simpler time in rock history. Well, simple may not be the best word to describe their layered, guitar-driven sound, but it
does elude to this Silver Lake-based quartet’s back to basics vibe.
Their musical palette jets back to a day before studio effects and synth-heavy production began to come into fashion. A day when Jimmy Page ruled the Earth and
Robert Plant shouted out across the cosmos. Even down to the cover art, these guys
are latter day classic rockers who consciously evoke these images.
Like the grunge-era bands who blazed this trail before, the Pickups have taken a
while to gain widespread attention. They’ve bounced around the festival circuit in
recent months, including an appearance at last weekend’s Coachella Music Festival.
Although “Carnavas” was released last year and looked like it would fade before being
recognized, it is starting to move units. (Dangerbird)

El-P, ‘I’ll Sleep When You’re Dead’
★★★★ Imagine hip-hop following a cataclysmic event and what form it would take.

Currently, there seems to be room for just a narrow spectrum of acts that mostly
pump themselves up with images that scream out materialism gone wild. It would seem
that a major disaster would have to take place before rap, in particular, takes its place
alongside rock as a social statement of the sincerest type.
Apparently, El-P isn’t waiting for that to occur. Instead of sticking to the old script that
says all rap has to be pop or just plain simplistic, this innovative New Yorker has crafted
his latest collection of progressive independent rap to include futuristic images of a
looming police state as well as what shape love and devotion would take in such a world.
On “Habeas Corpses (Draconian Love)” El-P narrates a story of a prison ship guard
who finds a mate among the prisoners he’s assigned to watch. The haunting hook and
eerie soundscape truly offers a vision of the future; a future where rappers don’t have to
dumb it down or stick to some preordained format. (Definitive Jux)
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