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Daily Mess Maker

CITYWIDE — Those living out
of town are going to have to pay
big bucks if the want to drive on
city streets.

Following a move taken by
London officials, the City Council
Thursday approved a law that pro-
hibits anyone from driving an
automobile within the city limits if
that vehicle is not registered to an
address in Santa Monica. 

Who goes
there? City
out for own

BY SACK JA MAMMA
Daily Mess Maker

DOWNTOWN — City leaders
signed a deal Friday with an ener-
gy company to build two floating
tanker facilities off of Santa
Monica Beach to import and
process liquid natural gas.

Under the terms of the 25-year
contract, Liquefied Energy LLC.,
will pay City Hall $125 million a
year for the use of its bay, as well
as parts of the pier and beach. 

The project, which has been a
year in the making, has cleared all
of the approval hurdles with the
U.S. Coast Guard, the Army

Corps. of Engineers and the state
coastal commission.

“We have been waiting for this
day for a long time,” said one offi-
cial, who preferred to remain
anonymous. “We figured it might
be better to not publicly discuss the
project while it was being reviewed
by all of those agencies. Many of us

felt, why muddy the waters?”
Liquid natural gas (LNG) is

considered a highly flammable,
hazardous material, which has
some residents worried that the
facility would expose them to
vapor clouds if the materials
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You Might Want to Do Your Shoplifting
Elsewhere: Increasingly, police depart-
ments and government offices (cus-
toms agencies, NASA, even the FBI)
rely on state-of-the-art investigation
support from the Target Corp. (as in
Target department stores), according
to a January Washington Post report.
Target's world-class forensics lab in
Minneapolis is the first choice by many
departments for examination of sur-
veillance tapes and other evidence,
and it was Target in the mid-1990s
that finally moved agencies to coordi-
nate previously incompatible databas-
es of criminals (treating the felon pop-
ulation as a nationwide "inventory
control" problem). A Target executive
said he works for "a high-tech compa-
ny masquerading as a retailer." 

Today is the 91st day of 2006.
There are 274 days left in the year.

One year ago, George Michael was
arrested in a Santa Monica beach
bathroom for lude acts against
humanity, and singing Wham tunes.
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LNG comes to Santa Monica

Boogaloo Shrimp/Daily Mess
Santa Monica traffic officer Yahiro Rodriguez runs through a series of traffic
control drills in anticipation of a new law going into effect banning non-resi-
dents from driving on city streets unless they register their vehicles in Santa
Monica or pay a $1,000 monthly fee. City Hall hopes to ease traffic in town and
increase interest in public transportation, all while protecting the environment.

Boogaloo Shrimp/Daily Mess
Natural gas terminals have been set up and are functioning north of the Santa Monica Pier. The operation is estimated to bring millions upon millions to the city.

Video gamers aren’t
too proud for ‘Beg’ 
BY SNICKA’ DOODLE
Daily Mess Maker

OCEAN PARK BLVD. —
Creative types stuck dreaming
their days away, wishing they
could get out there and live la
vida local, if just for a day or
two, are in luck. 

Activersion, makers of such
popular video games as the
war-themed “Call of Duty” and
“Tony Hawk’s” skateboarding
offerings are allowing gamers
to step inside the reeling minds
of Santa Monica’s homeless
population in the new role-
playing game “Beg to Differ,”
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due in stores this summer for Xbox and Playstation 3 con-
soles (retail $49.95).

As the tagline on the box cover states: “Pitch a tent and
stay awhile.”

Featuring the voices of actors Nick Nolte, Sam Elliott,
Tara Reid, Suzanne Pleshette, the late Katherine Hepburn
and other husky, smoker’s voice Hollywood luminaries,
“Beg” takes its players on a maniacal journey like no
other through the alleys, easy-picking tourist spots and
closed-for-the-night storefronts of Santa Monica. 

Players can choose from a multitude of characters in
which they traverse the city’s seedy underbelly — the ranti-
ng lunatic with grease-formed dreadlocks, the threatening
Vietnam vet, the young red-haired Hacky Sac player, the girl
who looks like she may have been hot four years ago, the
masturbating man in the wheelchair, and many, many more.

With a booming soundtrack by the likes of the Soggy
Bottom Boys, the Butthole Surfers and Celine Dion, play-
ers traverse the alleys collecting cans and bottles from
city-owned dumpsters, filling their “borrowed” grocery
shopping carts and alluding the SMPD’s finest. Sure to be
a popular feature are the “bumfights” wherein players
will be told to “put up their dukes” when their carts col-
lide with one of the many, many others sweeping through
the alleys. But have no fear, a player whose energy level
teeters on the obsolete can get a boost by attending pub-
lic feedings in the park, or preferably, shaking down
tourists on the Promenade, near the Pier and anywhere
else they spot people with clean clothes and a camera.
Players get extra energy for crossing the north of
Montana line. For every minute you stay NOMA, you get
an extra 1,000 points.

Oh, and don’t forget to catch some Zzz’s for your over-
all health meter. Just stop and drop anytime, anywhere.

“Honestly, I’m not typically much of a gamer, but I
thought I’d give ‘Beg to Differ’ a whirl as I was scheduled
to attend a conference in Santa Monica this summer,”
said Harley Heareng, of Baltimore, Md. “This was quite
an eye-opener. I may have canceled my trip to that infest-
ed city, but the game is quite a ride.

“You should have seen the bonus points I got last week
for discovering all the empty liquor bottles in the bins
behind Hank’s Liquors,” he beamed. “My character just
laid there for hours. It’s ridiculous. I’m hooked.”

Primed to capitalize on the instant success of “Beg to
Differ,” programmers at Activersion are already working
on next year’s installment, “Home Is Where the Cart Is,”
in which the stakes will be raised considerably. During
gameplay of “Home Is Where the Cart Is,” gamers can
join ranks online and form a gang on the lawns of City
Hall and Palisades Park, from where they will launch a
multi-faceted campaign of fear on residents in efforts to
take over the city, or at least influence city officials to
appease them at every turn.

Taking the game’s rising stature among the 18-35
demographic into account, the city’s Convention and
Tourism Bureau is working in conjunction with
Activersion on next year’s version.

“We just want people across the country to come away
with a realistic version of the wonderful city of Santa
Monica,” said Eileen Left, of the SMCTB. “This part of
the population is part of the overall experience. We
wouldn’t want it any other way.”

Even so, the rent on a studio apartment in Santa
Monica is $1,500, even south of the 10. Street parking is
not included.
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spokesperson for the local chapter of the ACLU. “I
know these Elk guys get eyeglasses for little mulatto
kids or something, but we can’t have them running
about town scaring the bejeezus out of the rest of us.”

In a related story, a really old Elk handed a plaque
to a younger Elk — though not “young” by everyday
standards — for giving back to the community, or
something or other.

‘Jets on the Juice’ hits with bang
By Daily Mess staff

PICO NEIGHBORHOOD — Excerpts from a book yet
to be published are already raising eyebrows, wherein
former Daily Mess staff writer Ryan Hyatt alleges
that a “substantial majority” of gang members during
the years between 1998 and 2003 were on the “juice,”
or anabolic steroids.

As a result, any statistics kept and tallied during
those years will be inflated as compared to those com-
piled in another era. The tell-all book has been, in
turns, hailed and derailed, the latter mindset spear-
headed by literary critics and gang aficionados who
call it “unnecessarily sensational” and “a tabloid
money grab.”

Still, Hyatt stands by his reporting, alluding to case
after case of notorious gang members bulking up, and
in many cases requiring bigger sized do rags, from
season to season.

“It just takes away from the integrity of the num-
bers,” said Hyatt, as he shaved his rapidly sprouting
back hair. “In the old days, bangers had to work out
with whatever they could find — manhole covers,
rebar, stacks of discarded literature — whatever.”

Hyatt will be signing copies of his book “When
you’re a Jet on the Juice” at the Midnight Special
bookstore on Saturday, from 1 a.m. until opening.

Even so, the rent on a studio apartment in Santa
Monica is $1,500, even south of the 10. Street parking
is not included.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

BRIEFS, from page 17

Gamers out there and loving it
A WORLD A CART, from page 1

Boogaloo Shrimp/Daily Mess
GOT BEER? A Playstation gamer trying the new ‘Beg to Differ’ video release by Activersion waits while his player ‘Shaky Steve’
sleeps one off on a Santa Monica street corner before re-engaging in society. 

“If I can’t smoke, I will gain 50 pounds and we can’t
have that if I am going to continue living on the westside,
where your body is everything,” Slim said, sounding like
Lucille Ball in her later years. “I’ll smoke on my toilet
with all the fans on and 50 Glad Plug-Ins, Lavender Mist.”

Liquor store owners said they have seen a dramatic
increase in business as customers have swarmed looking
for tobacco. Customers that normally don’t smoke
Backwood cigars are buying them by the hundreds
because many stores have run out of cigarettes.

Stores outside the city limits have seen an increase as
well.

“We’ve got these crazy, sun-tanned yuppies running
through here with their flip-flops all clacking, just dying
to buy a carton of whatever we got,” said Brad Babasaheb
Ambedkar, an employee at a 7-11 in Venice. 

There is a concern that some will resort to selling
homemade cigarettes, creating an unregulated and poten-
tially dangerous underground market, said City Attorney
Sally SoSumee.

“That wouldn’t happen north of Montana Avenue, but
there is concern about the rest of the city,” SoSumee said. 

Police already have arrested one resident, who resem-
bled the Marlboro Man, for manufacturing cigarettes.
Authorities said the cigarettes confiscated contained a
deadly mixture of 50 percent imported tobacco from
Mexico, and 40 percent recycled Santa Monica Mirror
and Westside Chronicle newspapers.

City Hall plans to increase enforcement by diverting
state grant money collected from tobacco taxes and
investing it into more police officers. 

“This may seem crazy now, but in a few years you’ll
thank us,” Mayor Blind said. “Think about how many more
years you’ll have to enjoy the Santa Monica sunsets.”

Even so, the rent on a studio apartment is $1,500, even
south of the 10. Street parking is not included.

Smokers watch butts
FIRE IN THE HOLE, from page 15
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